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SUBJECT: NATIONAL PRACTICAL SKILL ENHANCEMENT WORKSHOP
Madam/Sir,

The Central Board of Open Schooling & Examination (CBOSE) organized one of its-
most academically significant capacity-building programmes of the year through the
National Practical Skill Enhancement Workshop 2023. This nationwide workshop was
specifically designed to strengthen the practical and skill-based assessment system for open
schooling learners appearing in Class X and Class XII examinations. Since a large
proportion of CBOSE learners study independently and rely on flexible learning structures,
the workshop aimed to bridge the gap between theoretical understanding and hands-on.
application by preparing study centres, coordinators, and examiners for the practical
examinations scheduled for the 2023 academic cycle.

The event began simultaneously across multiple regional centres, with each centre
connected through a common communication framework established by the CBOSE
Academic Division. The opening message highlighted the importance of practical
education in modemn curricula, especially under the open schooling system where students-
often come from diverse educational backgrounds, vocational environments, and skill-
oriented professions. The senior leadership of CBOSE emphasized that practical
examinations are not merely formal requirements but essential components that help
learners discover real-world applications of their knowledge, develop confidence in
laboratory settings, and understand the fundamentals of structured assessment.

During the workshop, subject experts from the Science, Skill, and Vocational Education-
Units presented comprehensive demonstrations on conducting practical examinations in
accordance with CBOSE guidelines. They explained the importance of standardizing
processes to ensure fairness, transparency, and uniform evaluation across all affiliated
institutions. Examiners were trained on maintaining laboratory discipline, preparing
practical files, setting up materials and equipment, organizing viva-voce interactions, and



ensuning that no student faces any form of disadvantage duo to lnek of prior exposure or
esounees,

One of the core segments of the event focused on the special needs of apen schooling
learners, Many such leamers may be working professionals or adult candidates who have
not participated in formal practical settings for soveral years, Tho workshop addressed his
concem by demonstrating simplitied, learner-fiiendly appronches to oxplain experiments,
tools, and procedures, Institutions were encouraged to adopt an empathotic teaching
method, giving learners suflicient time to understand and porform tasks without the
pressure typical in conventional school environments,

The event also highlighted how CBOSE is reforming practical oxamination structures
under the evolving guidelines of NEP 2020, The workshop demonstrated how competoney-
based evaluation, application-driven questions, and problem-solving-oriented viva patterns
can - help create a more meaningful and modern assessment model. Participants wero
introduced to new documentation procedures, digital mark-submission protocols, and
transparency measures that reduce discrepancies and strengthen the credibility of results,

An interactive segment allowed teachers, lab coordinators, and centre heads to presont
the challenges faced during practical exams in rural or resource-limited settings. Concerns
such as shortage of apparatus, lack of laboratories, or limited electricity supply in remote
arcas were addressed by CBOSE officials, who assured institutions that alternative
arrangements, mobile practical units, and flexible scheduling options would be introduced
to support every learner regardless of location,

As the workshop progressed, live demonstrations helped institutions understand how
to conduct practical exams in multi-shift formats to accommodate large numbers of open
schooling candidates. Guidelines were also shared on how to maintain exam confidentiality,”
prepare local examiners, and communicate instructions to students clearly. The importance
of maintaining accurate records, uploading marks within timelines, verifying student
identity, and cnsuring academic integrity was reinforced throughout the programme.

Toward the conclusion of the workshop, CBOSE officials reiterated that practical
education is a cornerstone of the open schooling system. They emphasized that the goal is
not only to assess students but also to inspire them to develop confidence in real-life skills.”
The event closed with a collective commitment from regional coordinators and institutional
heads to uphold the highest standards of quality, fairness, and learner support during the

2023 practical examinations. |
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Copy with a request to respective Heads of
Directorates as indicated below to also
disseminate the information to all concerned
schools under their jurisdiction:

1. All Regional Directors/Regional Officers of
CBOSE with the request to send this circular to all
the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in
their respective regions

2. All Joint Directors/Deputy Directors/Assistant
Directors, CBOSE

3. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this
circular on the CBOSE websites
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