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Subject Description 

Social Science at the secondary level seeks to help learners understand the world in 

which they live – its history, geography, political institutions, social-economic 

systems, and human-environment relationships. The discipline encourages awareness, 

empathy, and active citizenship. The study of Social Science provides the learner with 

knowledge of historical developments, democratic values, national integration, and 

global harmony. It fosters the ability to think critically about contemporary challenges 

such as sustainability, equality, development, and justice. 

This syllabus integrates History, Geography, Political Science (Civics), and 

Economics into a coherent learning framework that promotes conceptual 

understanding and practical awareness. It reflects the vision of NEP 2020 which 

emphasizes experiential learning, analytical ability, local-to-global perspective, and 

the integration of Indian knowledge systems with modern civic understanding. 

Course Objectives 

The objectives of teaching Social Science at the secondary level are: 

to enable students to acquire knowledge and understanding of historical processes, 

geographical phenomena, civic institutions, and economic activities; 

to develop the ability to analyze and interpret data, maps, and social trends; 

to appreciate the cultural and social diversity of India and the world; 

to cultivate democratic values, social responsibility, and concern for sustainable 

development; 

to strengthen awareness about constitutional rights, duties, and global citizenship; 

and to build the capacity for informed participation in society through reasoning, 

reflection, and participation. 

Structure of the Course 

Part / Discipline Area of Study Key Themes & Learning Focus Marks 

Part I – History 

India and the 

Contemporary 

World 

Nationalism, Industrialization, 

Globalization, Freedom Movements, 

Post-Independence Reconstruction 

20 



Part / Discipline Area of Study Key Themes & Learning Focus Marks 

Part II – 

Geography 
Contemporary India 

Resources, Agriculture, Industries, 

Water, Population, Natural 

Environment, Disaster Awareness 

20 

Part III – Political 

Science (Civics) 

Democratic Politics 

and Governance 

Constitution, Democracy, 

Government Functioning, Political 

Processes, Citizenship, Local 

Governance 

20 

Part IV – 

Economics 

Understanding 

Economic 

Development 

Sectors of Economy, Money and 

Credit, Globalization, Consumer 

Awareness, Sustainable Growth 

20 

Part V – Project 

Work / Internal 

Assessment 

Field-Based or 

Research Project 

Survey, Case Study, Poster, or 

Report on any local socio-economic 

theme 

20 

Total — — 100 
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Detailed Unit-wise  

Part I – History: India and the Contemporary World 
This component introduces learners to key historical processes that shaped modern 

India and the world. 

Chapters include: 

The Rise of Nationalism in Europe; 

Nationalism in India; 

Industrialization and its Impact; 

The Age of Global Exchange; 

Print Culture and the Modern World; 

Freedom Struggle and Nation-Building in India; 

and Social and Cultural Developments after Independence. 

The emphasis will be on understanding connections between local and global events 

and their impact on modern society. 

Part II – Geography: Contemporary India 
This section studies the interaction between people and the physical environment. 

Units include: 

Resources and Development; 

Water Resources; 

Agriculture and Food Security; 

Minerals, Energy, and Industries; 

Transportation and Communication; 

Population and Human Settlements; 

and Climate and Environmental Balance. 

Practical work involves map study, data interpretation, and environmental 

observation.Learners will be guided to relate geographical issues to everyday life and 

sustainable practices. 

Part III – Political Science (Civics): Democratic Politics 
and Governance 
This part acquaints learners with the philosophy and functioning of democratic 

institutions in India. 

Major themes include: 

The Indian Constitution and Fundamental Rights; 



Power-Sharing and Federalism; 

Working of Democracy and Electoral System; 

Political Parties and Participation; 

Gender, Diversity, and Equality; 

and the Role of Citizens in Governance. 

Case studies and discussions will be used to encourage critical thinking about 

democracy, governance, and responsible citizenship. 

Part IV – Economics: Understanding Economic 
Development 
This section helps students understand how the economy functions and how economic 

decisions affect society. 

Units include: 

Development and Sustainable Goals; 

Sectors of the Indian Economy; 

Money, Banking, and Credit; 

Globalization and Indian Economy; 

and Consumer Rights and Responsibilities. 

The focus is on linking theory with the real economy through examples, data analysis, 

and project work. 

Part V – Project Work / Internal Assessment 
Every learner will undertake one project or field-based study related to any component 

of the syllabus. 

Suggested themes include: 

Comparative study of rural and urban livelihoods; 

Water conservation and community initiatives; 

Local governance and public services; 

Environmental protection and waste management; 

or Consumer awareness and sustainable consumption. 

The project will include planning, data collection, report preparation, and presentation. 

Internal marks will be awarded for originality, research skills, and clarity of 

expression. 

 

Scheme of Examination 
 

Component Mode of Evaluation Weightage 



Component Mode of Evaluation Weightage 

Theory Paper (Written 

Examination) 

3 hours, structured questions from all four 

parts 
80 

Project Work / Internal 

Assessment 

Evaluation of field study, participation, 

presentation 
20 

Total Marks — 100 

The theory paper will include multiple-choice, short-answer, and descriptive questions assessing 

understanding, interpretation, and application of knowledge. Map work, data interpretation, and 

analytical writing will be integral to the assessment. 

Pedagogical Approach 

The teaching of Social Science shall emphasize inquiry, discussion, and experiential learning. 

Learning will move from concrete local realities to wider national and global contexts. 

Students will engage with maps, charts, case studies, digital resources, and group projects. 

Teachers shall encourage open dialogue and the linking of classroom knowledge with current social 

and environmental issues. 

The pedagogy will integrate art, technology, and fieldwork to make learning meaningful and 

participatory. 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, learners should be able to describe major historical developments and their 

causes; identify geographical patterns and resources; explain the structure and functioning of 

democratic institutions; analyze economic issues with logical reasoning; interpret data, charts, and 

maps; demonstrate awareness of rights, duties, and environmental responsibilities; and participate 

meaningfully in community and civic life. 

Note 

This Social Science syllabus is an open, copyright-free framework designed for all affiliated schools 

and open learners under the Central Board of Open Schooling and Examination (CBOSE). 

It promotes comprehensive understanding, civic awareness, and the development of informed, 

responsible citizens prepared to contribute to a sustainable and equitable society. 

 


